
I would like to join Australia’s first 
Global Ambassador for Women and Girls, Penny Williams, 

in wishing you a 
Happy International Women’s Day for 2012.

As Australia’s Ambassador to Italy, I am proud of the women, 
many of whom are of Italian origin, who have made important 

contributions to Australia. 

I am also proud of the work Australia does to promote gender 
equality in Australia and around the world, including through our 
international development program and our National Action Plan 

on United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 (Women, Peace 
and Security) which will be launched officially by the Australian 

Office for Women on 8 March.

Equal opportunity for women and men supports economic growth 
and helps to reduce poverty. The benefits are not just for today’s 

women and men, their families, and their communities, but for all 
generations to come. 

Australia looks forward to continuing to work with Italy and our 
international partners on promoting gender equality throughout the 

world.

Women and Australia’s International Development Program

Nearly half of Australia’s aid program is invested in activities that have a primary or 
secondary objective of promoting gender equality and empowering women. 
Australia’s work on gender equality and women’s empowerment is organised 

around four pillars:

1. Advancing equal access to gender-responsive health and education services;

2. Increasing women’s voice in decision-making, leadership, and peace-building;

3. Empowering women economically and improving their livelihood security; 

4. Ending violence against women and girls at home, in their communities, and 
in disaster and conflict situations. 
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Image: Female patients wait to be seen by the Australian Medical Task Force in Kot Addu, Pakistan.  
Photographer: Heather Pillans/AusAID

Image: Darwin nurse Anne Weir with Uzma and her young son 
Mohamad. Photographer: Heather Pillans/AusAID

Image: International Women’s Day 2011 in Honiara
Photographer: Jeremy Miler/AusAID.

For further information:

Promoting Opportunities for All - Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment

Australia’s Humanitarian Aid - Women’s and Children’s Health in Emergencies

Women Leading Change - AusAID’s Support for Women’s Leadership and 
Decision Making

Women, Peace and Security - AusAID’s Implementation of 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325

http://www.italy.embassy.gov.au/files/rome/IWD_2012_message_from_Ambassador_Penny_Williams_EN.pdf
http://www.italy.embassy.gov.au/files/rome/International_Women_Day_Newsletter_8March2011.pdf
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/keyaid/pdf/thematic-strategies/gender-equality-strategy.pdf
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/publications/pdf/womenchildren.pdf
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/publications/pdf/women-leading-change.pdf
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/publications/pdf/women-leading-change.pdf
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/publications/pdf/womenpeacesecurityunres1325.pdf
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/publications/pdf/womenpeacesecurityunres1325.pdf

